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being of children, young people and staff in 
our schools, as they seem to be under 
enormous pressure right now. 
 

 
Easter Cracked: 
25 years on… 
 

Praise God! In March 2019 nine local 
churches will be involved in this event, 
impacting around thirty schools. The one 
I’m personally involved with will be 
celebrating 25 years of these 
presentations, and if you are local to 
Slough, you are very welcome to come and 
visit (18-22 March)! . Thanks to Rev. Jem 
Sewell for getting this started back in March 
1995 and he is still involved with 
Westbourne Park Baptist Church in 
Paddington. Back then just two of us 
worked on the presentation, but now we 
have four involved up front and a team of 
around a dozen who make it all happen.  
These events remain the most significant 
initiative I have been involved with, as they 
have grown throughout the country so that 
many churches both locally and nationally 
are now holding them. Could a school you 
know visit a church you are involved with? 
The presentation is easily replicated and 
transferable as I have seen in those I have 
visited over the years, and many of the 
visitors we have at our own events have 
taken the vision to their respective areas. 
Whether it’s one church working with one 
school, or areas like Milton Keynes with 
numerous churches involved with over forty 
schools and over 2200 pupils, I just LOVE it! 
Glory!  
 

It’s been a difficult few 
months with ups and downs 
- the realities of life. 
 
 
 

Hanging Around Ministry 
 
My first assembly in schools in this area 
was in June 1986 at what is now called 
Upton Court Grammar School. I loved it. In 
those days I had to sign in, lead the 
assembly and then leave, but this 
developed into ‘Hanging Around Ministry’ 
which allows me much more time in the 
school. In recent years, after arrival and set 
up, it’s then off to the common room, 
canteen and staff room for opportunities to 
listen and chat. Later, as pupils and staff 
enter the hall, I get a chance to say ‘hi’, and 
then afterwards as they leave it’s more of 
the same, before heading back to the 
common room, canteen and staff room. 
This works for me and has proved so 
worthwhile, leading to numerous 
opportunities in a variety of areas.  
 
But I’m concerned. Recently I visited some 
schools on one particular day, and the 
conversations I had with both pupils 
(younger ones and sixth formers) and 
various staff were troubling. Pupils were 
worried in ways I’ve not seen before by 
exams, their workload and the like, and my 
concerns were further exacerbated by a 
BBC programme on schools. I’m thinking 
what is going on? Something just doesn’t 
seem right. I believe that we must be 
increasingly careful to look out for the well-
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Lighthouse Langley 
 
Unashamedly Christian – Locally Proven – 
Amazingly Popular. 
 
Two years ago, we held a meeting to see if 
there was any interest in holding Lighthouse 
for the Langley area, using knowledge 
gained from the ones held in Burnham and 
elsewhere. As a result, Lighthouse Langley 
is scheduled for 4-9 August at Langley 
Academy. Please pray for the churches 
working to make it happen, and for the 
schools that will be involved, including all 
those who already receive the It’s Your 
Move! books and presentations, and who 
also visit churches for both Christmas 
Unwrapped and Easter Cracked 
(Foxborough, Holy Family, Iver Junior, 
Langley Hall, Marish, Parlaunt Park, Ryvers 
& St. Bernard’s Prep).  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

iSingPOP is a partnership initiative between 
churches, primary schools and 
communities. Three years ago, we held 
several taster sessions for some schools 
and as a result seven schools have 
experienced the full week. St. Peter’s 
Burnham would like to have another full 
week and St. Bernard’s Prep are interested 
in doing likewise. Another couple of schools 
are interested in having a taster session 
themselves. Brilliant! 
www.isingpop.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Illuminate Feedback 
 
Loved it! Praise God for such opportunities 
which are just so worthwhile. The message 
is in the music and over one week in 
October the band LZ7 had the chance to 
prove this in seven local schools, impacting 
over 4000 pupils. On Friday 12 October St. 
Joseph’s School was just jumping as the 
concert was a complete sell-out, though 
sadly some pupils (despite repeated 
reminders) were not able to purchase 
tickets in time. As I’ve spoken to pupils and 
staff in the schools since that time, it has 
been very evident that the young people 
who heard the band have been clearly 
challenged as they have heard about 
Jesus.  
 
What happens now? The initial follow-up 
session was a useful time for the small 
group who came. The conversations 
continue in sessions such as Big Questions 
at Windsor Girls’ and with staff and pupils 
at Langley Grammar. It’s been brilliant 
hearing their stories and we pray that what 
started here will continue in the hearts and 
minds of our precious young people. We 
are continuing to reflect on what we have 
learned from this event, and to ask 
questions about whether we should run it 
again, or do something new in the future.  
 
Incidentally, the ‘Spoken Word’ Lindz West 
(who fronts LZ7) did on PEACE was brilliant 
and very timely. He’d been working in 
arenas around Europe on the Jason Derulo 
Tour, and the BBC were so interested that 
they brought the Songs of Praise team to 
St. Joseph’s School during our week and 
filmed Lindz speaking for their 
Remembrance Sunday programme. It was 
interesting going back into the school the 
day after that was on TV! 



 
 
 
 
 

Inter Schools Soccer Sevens 
 
These are scheduled for Tuesday 5th 
March and Tuesday 30 April respectively for 
the boys and girls’ matches. 
 
There are possible links to residentials like: 
 

Soul Survivor summer festivals (in their 
final year) 
soulsurvivor.com 
 

Scripture Union 
scriptureunion.org.uk/holidays 
 

and Christians in Sport  
christiansinsport.org.uk/page.asp?
section=1340&sectionTitle=Sports+Plus 
 
 
Children & Family Ministry Conference 
 
Saturday 6th July at a local school or 
church. A conference for those in our 
churches working with children and 
families. More details to follow in due 
course. For now, please make known to any 
you think might be interested. 
 
It’s based on something happening later 
this month down in Bournemouth. With it 
being tricky for local people around here to 
travel down there for a day something 
similar will be more local and scheduled for 
this date. Input from Scripture Union, 
Moorlands Bible College and CCiS. 
 
If any want to register interest now, e-mail: 
wayne@ccischools.org.uk 
and more information will be sent, along 
with booking information which will be 
under ‘Eventbrite’. 
  
 
 

For any interested in something longer 
there is ‘Hand-in-Hand’ happening 1st – 
3rd February in Eastbourne. 
Details at: 
www.handinhandconference.com/
conferences-training 
 
The event above is also in Bournemouth on 
Saturday 26 January.  
Details at: 
www.moorlands.ac.uk/2018/11/02/
childrens 
  
 
 

 
Lighthouse Burnham 
Monday 29th July – 
Friday 2nd August. 
 

  
 
 
Exam Attack 
 
For anyone facing exams in the coming 
weeks and months, 
www.examattack.org.uk 
may prove useful. Based on a presentation 
Wayne gives in schools to pupils to put 
exams in perspective and which has been 
well received in many schools for over 25 
years now. 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

· Christian staff, children and young people in our schools 
every day 

 
· Issues related to anxiety: eating disorders, depression, 

self-harm, suicide, exam pressures, low self-esteem, 
bullying connected with social media, family break 
down. 

 
· CCiS Trustees meeting on Wednesday 23rd January; 

and again on Saturday 2nd February, when we will be 
considering the way forward for our work in primary 
schools. 

 
· A new Lighthouse in Langley, 5-9 August 2019 at 

Langley Academy 
 
· Easter Cracked, to be held in around nine local 

churches, for 30+ schools 
 

As a trust we want every school to have a meaningful 
Christian connection through a local church or charity 
such as ours. We’ve been giving a lot of thought to 
how to develop the work of CCiS, particularly in 
primary schools. Primary schools present different 
challenges from senior schools due to access 
constraints and the sheer number of schools in 
Slough, Windsor and Maidenhead. The trustees 
recently spent a very constructive day with Gordon 
Raggett, who set up and ran a schools work similar to 
CCiS in a London borough. Gordon’s feedback and 
advice will be invaluable as we make our next steps. 
After thirty years of ministry Wayne is due to have a 
three-month sabbatical in the summer. The trustees 
are helping Wayne plan to make the time as fruitful as 
possible. 
 
Jon King has recently moved out of the area and so 
stepped down as treasurer. We are so grateful to Jon 
for all his service. We’re also delighted that Richard 
Thorogood (St Peter’s, Maidenhead) has been 
appointed as a trustee and will be taking over from Jon 
as treasurer. 

 
We very much appreciate your 
interest, prayers and support as 
we seek to make Jesus known to 
children, young people and staff in 
our local schools.  
 
 

Do check out our website. 
 
 

Christian Connections in Schools 
(CCiS) 

c/o Slough Baptist Church, 
Windsor Road, Slough, SL1 2EJ 

01753 201992 
 

wayne@ccischools.org.uk  
info@ccischools.org.uk 
www.ccischools.org.uk 

 
 

CCis is a local mission partner 
with Scripture Union 

 

Registered Charity Number 
1150149 

 
 

Online donations can be made at 
mydonate.bt.com/charities/ccis 
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