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hƉĚĂƚĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�tĂǇŶĞ 
Sixth Form common room where a group of 
students were talking together.  I was greeted 
by one of them saying just how depressing life 
is, while another claimed that they were 
thinking of becoming religious so that there 
might be hope and purpose. I saw this as a 1 
Peter 3:15 moment about being prepared to 
give a reason:  Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks you to give the 
reason for the hope that you have. But do this 
with gentleness and respect. I told them what 
I’ve been talking about in assemblies in 
different schools (including Altwood, 
Beaconsfield High, Cox Green, Furze Platt 
Senior, Langley Grammar, Newlands Girls’, St. 
Edward’s Middle, St. Peter’s Middle, William 
Borlase and Windsor Boys): personal stuff 
which means I have to be real about some of 
the problems and pains which Christians 
experience. A close relative of mine had 
recently died and this had made a big impact 
on me. Similarly, a tiny child, just eighteen 
months old, had recently died of leukaemia 
and I had seen at first hand the effect on the 
family and at least two different school 
communities. I went on to share about my real 
and genuine hope which is in Jesus. 
 
These are on-going situations in our schools, 
but for me they show the importance of the 
message which I can bring whenever possible 
whilst doing H.A.M., chatting with staff and 
pupils, or through assemblies. Glory to God!  
 

In and out of the Assembly Hall 
 
 

“What’s more important, Christmas or 
Easter?” In Cox Green school it’s 8.40am on 
Friday, and Sports Academy and 6th Form 
enter their theatre for assembly and I begin to 
talk. I love it, but am mindful that for most 
people there neither festival is important. As I 
share from Luke 23 and 24 (not forgetting the 
resurrection!) I see Charlotte and Hannah in 
the front row, and am encouraged as I 
remember that they represent the Christians in 
our schools every day. That is why prayer for 
our Christian pupils is included in each 
newsletter and monthly Pause to Pray. It was 
great to know they were on my side as I shared 
the greatest event in history. He is (Still) Risen! 
 
A teacher I first knew as a pupil asked if I 
could to speak with a student who had some 
big questions about faith, the Bible, sin, 
forgiveness, heaven and more. This doesn’t 
often happen, so it was very interesting and 
stretching as I listened and we chatted. Thank 
you for your key part in this through your 
prayers. This is one of the best and most 
significant examples of  
 
‘Hanging Around Ministry’ (H.A.M).  
Another happened just before Easter in one of 
our schools. I signed in and chatted with office 
staff, then went via the staff room into the 
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Lighthouse, Open The Book, LZ7 Illuminate 
(see more below), “Christmas Unwrapped” 
and “Easter Cracked”, The SYNC Coach, 
Mission Academies, Prayer Spaces in 
Schools to provide just a few examples. 
These initiatives provide opportunities to 
share, replicate and adapt them for our own 
context so that more children and young 
people get a chance to hear about Jesus. 
The new Scripture Union 95% Campaign is 
hoping to do similarly: https://
content.scriptureunion.org.uk/what-we-do/
new-initiatives/95-campaign Check it out 
and do sign up, either as an individual or as 
a whole church, so that we can continue to 
seek His kingdom together. 
 
“Easter Cracked”                                                       
It has been just 
brilliant to see the 
many different areas involved in doing 
Easter Cracked, and Christmas Unwrapped, 
throughout the country. This year in our 
area, thirty local schools visited nine local 
churches for Easter Cracked, a contrast 
from 1995 when ten schools visited just 
one church. Next year will be the 25th 
anniversary of that first event, so hopefully 
other schools who have not yet tried it 
might be encouraged to join well over 2000 
primary aged pupils at one of the local 
churches currently running these 
presentations. 
 
As a local schools worker, it is just brilliant 
to hear teenagers (and those in their 20’s) 
regularly chat about their respective visits 
to churches over the years to learn about 
the Christmas and Easter story. For those 
still at school these initiatives provide an 
immediate link to other areas of the 
curriculum.  In a lesson very recently, a 
pupil mentioned Mary, so I talked about 
Christmas in the ‘Question & Answer’ 
session. Another pupil asked about Joseph 
being step dad so on we went…. 
 

Partnership 
Over the years I have learnt many lessons 
and continue to do so, especially that of 
seeing what God is doing and joining in, a 
key aspect of partnership ministries. On 
that theme, I was given a book by Matthew 
Scott, the minister of Dedworth Green 
Baptist Church in Windsor, called A 
Gathering Momentum by Roger Sutton: 
 
Church leaders from across the 
denominational spectrum are coming 
together in friendship and prayer to seek 
God's will for their towns and cities - and 
transformation is occurring! Beyond the 
church, Christians in business, health and 
education, sports, charities and the arts, 
are strategically collaborating to impact 
their communities. Sharing common 
purpose and relational unity, they are 
discovering the power of working together 
as one.  
 
Do get hold of this book. It is an absolutely 
brilliant read. I learnt much from it about 
partnership ministries, collaboration and 
team work in order to make Jesus known. 
Matthew is a Bournemouth Supporter and 
I’m an Arsenal fan (Arsenal had just lost to 
Bournemouth when I got the book) so there 
is a story here too (plus there is more to life 
than football…). This book reminded me 
that I’m not just an ambassador for LZ7, 
Lighthouse, iSingPOP etc but that I 
continue to see and observe Jesus working 
in such initiatives. How can we TOGETHER 
help replicate, network, encourage and 
inspire so that more can hear about Jesus? 
I think that is the key. It’s not about ‘Joe 
Bloggs Church’, CCiS, Scripture Union, 
Youth For Christ, Urban Saints and the rest, 
but it’s all about Jesus (which reminds me 
of a song!). 
 
In that respect, some of the initiatives I’ve 
experienced are having an impact 
nationally as well as locally, e.g. iSingPOP, 
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“Unashamedly Christian  - 

Amazingly Popular – 
Locally Proven” 

 
Bookings have now opened for children to 
attend Lighthouse Burnham from Monday 
30th July – Friday 3rd August at Burnham 
Park Academy. Last year 1100 booked in, 
900 were offered places and 680 
attended. If you know anyone (especially 
over 16) who would be interested to serve 
this year, please let Wayne know and pass 
this link on. https://lighthousecentral.org/
about-lighthouse  
 

Do pray for the Youth Night for volunteers 
on Thursday 2nd August. 
 

This year the young people serving will be 
invited to buy tickets for the LZ7 Concert in 
October (see details below).  
 

Lighthouse Langley 2019?: Please pray for 
Sue, Anna and others in the Langley 
churches who are hoping to bring 
Lighthouse to their locality from 5th-9th 
August 2019. 
 

Help Required 
We have been very grateful for the support 
and hard work of Jon King, our Treasurer. 
However, as Jon has now moved out of the 
Maidenhead area he is looking to step 
down and so we require someone new to 
take on his role. The task is not onerous,  
but would suit someone with experience in 
book keeping or financial management 
who could give around an hour a week (on 
average) to managing our finances and 
supporting the work of CCiS. 
 

If you are interested please contact Andy 
Perryman, Chair of Trustees, to find out 
more (andy@sloughbaptistchurch.org.uk). 
Alternatively, if you know someone who 
might be suitable please make them aware 
of this opportunity. 

Some feedback from March: 
 
“The Easter Cracked performance is 
relevant to our pupils for a variety of 
reasons….The  life and death of Jesus has 
key significance within the new GCSE 
specification. In order to teach pupils about 
the importance of Jesus within the 
Christian faith (we are an Islamic faith 
school and Jesus is very important within 
Islamic tradition), and to learn about the 
importance of festivals and how they are 
celebrated. Our pupils benefited from the 
performance because it was delivered so 
passionately! The events of Holy week were 
shared, and pupils were able to 
understand Easter and its importance 
within the calendar. Pupils explored key 
sacraments through experiential learning, 
pupils were able to share bread and juice 
whilst learning about the “The Lord’s 
Supper”. Pupils were taken to the 
baptistery and watched as someone was 
submerged and heard about the 
importance of Baptism. Pupils were given a 
variety of opportunities to ask questions 
and extend their learning and satisfy their 
curiosity). (Nafees Aslam, Eden Girls’ 
School) 
 

“I love that there are different activities to 
keep the children engaged, which were 
both fun and informative. (I especially like 
the rap session)! We come to Easter 
Cracked, to give the children a deep insight 
into what Easter is about and give them a 
chance to ask questions about the topic 
(which we are not able to answer)! The 
pupils always come away having learnt a 
lot and enjoyed themselves. I would 
recommend to all Year 6s, as it is relevant 
and essential for them to understand 
before they go to Secondary School. They 
will definitely not be disappointed. It's 
always well organised and the staff are 
friendly, welcoming and very informative.” 
(Mrs Amy Bharj, Colnbrook C of E Primary 
School, Year 6 Teacher.) 

EĞǁƐ��ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌƵƐƚ 
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Sunday 7th October: Our launch will be on in 

various churches in Windsor and Slough. 
The emphasis will be on information and 
prayer for the week ahead. Please do 
join us if you can and make this known 
to those in your church, especially your 
Christian young people as they will be 
key to both the event and the follow up. 

Friday 12th October 7.00-9.30pm: The end 
of week Concert at St. Joseph’s School 
Sports Centre.  

Saturday 13th October: The initial follow-up 
event, with others in various schools dur-
ing the following week. We hope to see 
already established Christian groups 
providing an accessible follow up route 
for young people to come along. 

 
More news to follow in due course. Our 40 
Days of Prayer schedule, which we used previ-
ously in both Maidenhead and Slough, is at-
tached so that we can start praying right now. 
 
 
G.D.P.R. (Data Protection & consent)  
 
As many of you will be aware, data protection 
law is changing, which means we will require 
your permission to continue sending you gen-
eral updates about the work of CCiS. Please 
note that without your permission we will no 
longer be able to send you this newsletter. For 
those who prefer to receive information by 
post, a simple reply slip is enclosed for you to 
complete and return. Alternatively, you can sign 
up online to receive our newsletter and other 
information by email.  
  
 

We have seven schools lined up for this week 
with LZ7 (Windsor Girls’, Churchmead, Langley 
Grammar, St. Bernard’s Grammar, Ditton Park 
Academy, Beechwood and St. Joseph’s). Other 
schools will be involved (Burnham Grammar, 
Eton College, Langley Academy, Upton Court 
Grammar, Westgate and Windsor Boys) and 
the Friday night concert will be available for 
any young people in our churches to attend 
and invite friends from their respective 
schools. Who can we be praying for now and 
nearer the time to encourage and invite to at-
tend? Tickets, priced £5 each, are on sale now 
for any young person aged 11-18, especially 
those from the seven schools involved 
 
This link gives a flavour from what happened 
when LZ7 visited some schools in October 
2012. https://1drv..ms/v/s!
AmGJyROgaJrThoVdXedKh6iKL_-8EQ 
 
“Illuminate” Windsor & Slough October 2018 
with LZ7: Prayer Opportunities 
 

Wednesday 11th July, 12.00-1.30pm at 
Langley Free Church, 100 Trelawney 
Ave, Slough SL3 8RW: Church leaders 
and reps lunch. Lindz and Lee from LZ7 
are travelling down from Manchester to 
be present. If you are coming to this 
event please do let Wayne know. (Lunch 
will be provided) 

Sunday 16th September, 4.00-5.00pm at 
Langley Free Church: the key team 
briefing time for the concert and Day 1 
of the 40 Days of Prayer. 

Wednesday 3rd October, 8.00-9.00pm at 
Dedworth Green Baptist Church, Smiths 
Lane, Windsor SL4 5PE: gathering 
Christian adults AND young people from 
local schools for an evening session of 
encouragement and equipping in the 
lead up to “Illuminate”. 

Saturday 6th October, 8.30-9.30am at 
Slough Baptist Church, Windsor Road, 
Slough, SL1 2EJ: pastries and tea / cof-
fee served from 8.00am. 

 



  
 

 
· Christian staff, children and young people in our 

schools every day 
 
 
· Issues related to anxiety: eating disorders, 

depression, self-harm, suicides, exam pressures, low 
self-esteem; bullying connected with social media, 
family break down etc. 

 
 
· Those involved with Christian groups at Altwood, 

Burnham Grammar, Cox Green, Furze Platt Senior 
and Windsor Girls’; and two lads hoping to start one 
at Langley Grammar 

 
 
· Wayne Dixon in our local schools with his ‘Hanging 

Around Ministry’ (H.A.M.) 
 
 
· CCiS Trustees meetings this month and 5th July 
 
 
· On-going follow-up plans for ‘Illuminate’ Windsor & 

Slough with LZ7, in October 2018 
 
 
· Potential new Lighthouse in Langley scheduled for 

5th – 9th August 2019 
 
 

 
We very much appreciate your 
interest, prayers and support as 
we seek to make Jesus known to 
children, young people and staff in 
our local schools.  
 
 

Do check out our website. 
 
 

Christian Connections in Schools 
(CCiS) 

c/o Slough Baptist Church, 
Windsor Road, Slough, SL1 2EJ 

01753 201992 
 

wayne@ccischools.org.uk  
info@ccischools.org.uk 
www.ccischools.org.uk 

 
 

CCis is a local mission partner 
with Scripture Union 

 

Registered Charity Number 
1150149 

 
 

Online donations can be made at 
mydonate.bt.com/charities/ccis 
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